
 
 

Literacy + Science Curriculum Design II 
 
Instructor: Jennifer Juszkiewicz || jjuszkie@saintmarys.edu  
Location: Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, IN, Madeleva 310 
 
Time/Date: May 9, 2020 from 9 a.m. – noon EST; 1-4 p.m. EST 
 
Description 
Within the past five years, the state of Indiana changed its standards, adding literacy requirements for K-12 
science instructors. That said, there are limited resources available for how to meet these standards. This 
workshop will begin with a review of reverse-engineering genres, but quickly move into an activity based on 
the TV cooking show Chopped. This model will serve as a way for groups of instructors to develop their own 
lesson or unit plan. Each participant will complete a draft of a unit or lesson plan as part of the workshop. All 
materials will be available via a Google drive after the workshop.    
  
All necessary materials will be provided, but you are encouraged to bring your own notebook or laptop in order 
to take notes and access online supplements. The leader also asks that – if possible -- you bring a textbook you 
are likely to use in your upcoming fall semester.  
 
Unit 1 (9-11:30 a.m.): Reverse Engineering Redux 

Discussion/Lecture: Why reverse engineer existing science genres?  
 
Sample text: Book/magazine covers 
Aim: To uncover popular and actual disciplinary values; create a more complex definition of literacy; 
practice teaching with available materials 

 
Midway activity (11:30 a.m. -noon; 1-1:30 p.m.): Creating a classroom museum – concise writing via 
captioning  
 
Unit 2: Chopped (1:30-3:30 p.m.)  

Task: Groups will be provided selected materials for grade level and will be tasked with creating a unit 
or lesson based on those materials. They then model or explain how they will teach the unit or lesson 
plan to their peers.  
Aim: To put into practice the reverse engineering method of curriculum design; to generate materials 
that instructors can later refine for classroom use 

 
Wrap-up (3:30-4 p.m.) Documenting take-aways re: curriculum design; closing discussion 
 


