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IT 600OL – STEM Course Information & Syllabus 
Ethics in Information Technology 

Summer II 2023: 6/26/23 - 8/4/23 |Online Asynchronous
Instructor:  Robert J. Wichlinski, robert.wichlinski@valpo.edu  
Office  Hours: By Appointment         
Office :   Meier Hall, Room 145D 
Office Phone:   (219) 464-5847, (219) 712-6000 (mobile) 

Required Textbook:  “Computer Ethics, A Case Based Approach” Robert N. Barger, Cambridge Press. 

ISBN-13 978-0-511-40911-0 eBook (EBL) 

ISBN-13 978-0-521-88251-4 hardback 

ISBN-13 978-0-521-70914-9 paperback 

Technology:  Internet access, Internet browser, Blackboard, electronic mail and word processor. 

Course material:  Usually but not exclusively will be posted via Blackboard.valpo.edu. 

Course Description: This course is designed to introduce the scholar to concepts of Philosophy relative to 
Ethics and apply those concepts to the field of information technology. 

Learning Objectives for this course:   
Information technology professionals should understand the power, authority and requisite responsibility 
inherent to our profession. Upon completion of this course the scholar will gain knowledge and understanding 
of the following: 

• Basic concepts of Philosophy relative to ethics
• The value of intellectual property (IP)
• The importance & significance of professional responsibility
• The importance of personal identity and privacy
• The difference between ethical and legal
• Sources of  a “code of ethics”
• The concepts of theft & piracy
• Power concerns
• The significance of robotics, algorithms, fuzzy logic and artificial intelligence

Course Assignments:   
Students will be introduced to an ethical dilemma created through the creation, implementation, 
maintenance and support of a specific example of information technology.  We will explore issues of genuity, 
authenticity, fidelity, and power within the context of ethical behavior and decision-making.  Students will be 
responsible for authoring a one (1) page weekly reflection on the topic presented in a given week and a final 
paper at the conclusion of the course based upon an ethical dilemma provided by the instructor. 

Topics will be presented to the student in written form using our course text, as well as, a suite of videos 
selected by the instructor. 


